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“The days of his iliness were the most difficult to bear for
me. I nearly went mad--longing to be with my beloved. Now I
know no one can separate me from my Beloved Guru except
my own mind. I can be with him all the time and through his
mercy and grace I feel his presence. He will not forsake his
children. He will help us. He never failed anyone. He never
failed me even before I met him in his physical body. He was
with me long before I prostrated before his body in 1,
Mukherjee Lane. He himself achnowledged this when I spoke
(o him of it. The relationship is eternal--he has said it. So I
don’t feel so sad now.”
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SWAMI SARADANANDA

DEATH OF THE SECRETARY OF THE RAMAKRISHNA
MISSION

Swami Saradananda, the Secretary of the Ramakrishna Mis-
sion, passed away on Friday, at the Ramakrishna Math,
Udbodhan Office, Baghbazar, Calcutta. A direct disciple of Sri
Ramakrishna, he lived a life of strenuous prayer and austerity
for several years at Baranagore, Puri, Brindaban, Benares and
the Himalayas. At the call of Swami Vivekananda in 1896 he
went {o London and after working there for some time sailed
for America where he preached the message of Vedanta for
about two years.

He helped Swami Vivekananda to found the Ramakrishna
Math and to organize the activities of the Ramakrishna Mis-
sion. He acted as the Secretary from its inception and was
practically the executive head of the whole organization. Swami
Saradananda made extensive preaching tours in Guzerat,
Kathiawar and Eastern Bengal. The present progress and devel-
opment of the Sister Nivedita Girls' School owes not a little to
his fostering care and close supervision. He edited the Udbodhan
for a long time and was the author of several important books,
the principal of which is the philosophic treatise on hlS master's
life. --Statesman, 21-8-27
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THE LATE SWAMI SARADANANDA
TRIBUTE TO THE RAMAKRISHNA MISSION

In moving the resolution expressing sorrow at the death of
Swami Saradananda and condolence with the members of
the Ramakrishna Mission, Babu Sachindra Nath Mukerjee
said at the meeting of the Calcutta Corporation held on
Weinesday that a Prince among men had passed away,
whose purity of life, loftiness of aims and principles and ab-
sorption in a high ideal had entitled him to the reverence and
regard, the respect and admiration of his countrymen. It might
be said that a Sannyasin is civilly dead but not so the late
Swami and his comrades of the religious Order to which he
belonged, who had taken their rightful place in the life of the
people and laid themselves out for the alleviation of pain and
misery. Whenever the call came from any quarter the
Ramakrishna Mission was ready and prepared to give their
best without any distinction of caste or creed. They were like
a band of ministering angels, who extended their right hand
of sympathy and fellowship to all who suffered from the rav-
ages of Nature—pestilence or famine. To the speaker, it was
a matter of no little surprise that not long ago, the Ramakrishna
Mission was looked upon in certain high official quarters with
sinister eyes of mistrust and suspicion. This showed how the
officials were alien to the realities of things in the country
and failed to feel aright the pulse of the people. The late
Swami sat at the feet of his Master, the Prophet of the new
age in India and received from him the message which he
promulgated by his life and teachings both here and abroad.
In America he was the comrade-in-arms of the late Swami
Vivekananda and the two fought together for dissipating the
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prevailing prejudice and ignorance of the sublime ideals, tra-
ditions and culture of Hindusthan. They went, saw and con-
quered and the cause of Sanatan Dharma had made such
progress as must be gratifying to all lovers of Hindu thought.
Though dead, the Swami would live in the Ramakrishna. Mis-
sion which was in a great measure the out-flowing of his
genius and powers of organisation. He had left all he had and
followed his Master and the country was all the richer by his
sacrifices, his beneficent endeavours and altruistic activities.
The speaker concluded by paying a glowing tribute to
Paramhansa Ramakrishna and his disciples who had deep-
ened and developed the moral and spiritual forces in the coun-
try and carried on such a tough fight against ignorance and
ailments, want and penury, suffering and distress, which are
unfortunately so much abroad, despite the outward glamour
of British rule. —Bengalee.
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